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caused by two very different worms whose habits are in no way alike. While lung-worms in swine are not as prevalent as in sheep, they may at times cause severe losses. It is possible that this parasite is more widely distributed than generally supposed and; the infestation being of such a mild character, nothing more than occasional coughing may be noticed. There are, no doubt; many cases in which a general unthriftiness in a herd may be due to this disease which passes unrecognized. The lungs may contain worms in numbers sufficient to interfere with the normal growth of the animals, but are not present in large enough quantities to cause deaths.
Life history of the worm
The adult lung-worm is white or brownish-white in color and ranges from 1 to 3 inches in length. These worms are fine and appear somewhat like short pieces of white linen thread. Unless they are suspected to be the cause of the disease under investigation, they may be easily overlooked. This is especially true when the lung is not sliced in sections and carefully examined. Even then the worms may not be seen if only a few are present.
The complete life history of lung-worms is not well understood. It is known that the adult females lay their eggs in the air passages or bronchi. Here the eggs develop into larvae or immature worms and are then coughed up into the mouth, re-swallowed, and, after passing through the intestines, emerge with the manure or feces. Having reached the outside world, the larvae are supposed to pass through several stages, perhaps in the body of an earthworm or other insect. The direct infection from pig to pig is very unlikely, because it has been demonstrated that a healthy pig cannot be infected by injecting the undeveloped live eggs or larvse into its windpipes or air passages. Another unknown intermediate stage intervenes between the time the eggs leave the infected pig by way of the manure and the time the young worms re-enter the body of another animal. The